
In RE we guide and inspire pupils through drawing on the academic disciplines of theology, philosophy and the social sciences. Our curriculum allows all pupils to reach their potential both academically and socially as well as 

encouraging our pupils to live a righteous life through the values and teachings modelled by Christ. Our pupils draw upon a diverse range of religious and secular viewpoints to enhance their understanding of the world we live 

in. Through examining scripture, tradition and Gospel values, pupils gain the skills and opportunities to reflect on their own spiritual and academic journey. 
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“Don't be scared, Dare to have fabulous plans. I encourage you to not be afraid to dream, to have great ideals, to be builders of Hope" Pope Francis 

Religious Studies A Level Curriculum Map  

Pupils begin their journey by studying St Thomas Aquinas’ 
theory of Natural Law.  Students will learn about telos and 

how moral decision making should be based on the 
purpose of human life. They will go on to debate if NL 

provides a useful basis for moral decision making. 

Module 1

Module 2 explores Joseph Fletcher’s theory or Situation 
Ethics. Students will investigate the biblical basis of Agape 

and assess if the theory is a better response to moral 
decision making than the legalist approach of Natural law.

Module 2

Module 3

Module 3 
examines Kant’s 

Categorical 
Imperative. 

Students will 
analyse Kant’s 

belief that there 
is a universal, 

objective, moral 
law that can be 
accessed and 

known through 
reason. 

Module 4 

Module 4 evaluates the principle of ‘Utility’  creating 
the greatest good for the greatest number originally 

proposed by Bentham. Pupils will compare and 
contrast Bentham's Act Utilitarianism with Mill’s Rule 

Utilitarianism in order to assess if this ethical 
approach is fit for  purpose. 

Module 5 is the first of the applied ethical issues-
Euthanasia. Pupils will study issues surrounding 

euthanasia: personhood, personal autonomy and the 
sanctity of life. Pupils will apply Natural Law and 

Situation Ethics to Euthanasia. 

Module 5 

Module 6 

Module 6 examines the Ethics of Business. Pupils 
will study CSR, whistle blowing, and globalisation. 

Pupils will apply Kant and Utilitarianism  to 
Business Ethics.

Module 7 

Module 7 explores Sexual Ethics. Pupils will study a 
variety of religious and secular attitudes to pre-

marital sex, extra-marital sex and homosexuality. 
Pupils will apply all four normative theories to 

Sexual Ethics.
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Module 8  

Module 8 
evaluates the 

role and 
purpose of 
conscience. 
Pupils will 
compare 

Aquinas and 
Freud’s 

approach 
focusing on the 
concept of guilt 
and authority. 

Module 9 is the study of Meta-Ethics. Pupils will 
address what do we actually mean when we use 

moral terms. Pupils will debate if  ethical language 
has any meaning .

Module 9  Module 11  

Module 10 is a study of Gender. 
Pupils will analyse secular  attitude to gender and 
whether traditional attitudes to gender and family 
are appropriate or repressive. Pupils will analyse 

the feminist theology of Daly and Reuther

Module 10  

Module 11 is a study of Pluralism. 
This topic deals with questions of the relationship 

between Christianity and other world religions. 
Pupils will examine the 3 key theological views: 

Exclusivism, Inclusivism and Pluralism 

Module 12  

Module 12 examines Christian oral teaching. Pupils 
will debate what should be the key source of 

authority for a Christian. Bible, Church, Reason or 
Agape. Pupils will discuss the views of various 

denominations.

Module 1

Pupils begin their journey by studying the Ancient Greeks. 
Pupils will compare Plato’s rationalist views on the 

acquisition of knowledge against Aristotle's empirical 
views. Pupils will then go on to  study philosophical 

teaching on the soul, mind and body. 

Module two explores the arguments for and against the 
existence of God. Pupils will study the cosmological, 

teleological and ontological arguments. Pupils will assess 
which arguments are based on observation  and which are 

based on experience. Pupils will then go on to study the 
problem of evil as a logical and evidential problem. 

Module 3 
examines 
Aquinas’ 

teaching on 
human nature 
and how it has 

been fatally 
damaged 

because of the 
Fall of Adam and 

Eve. Pupils will 
analyse the role 
graces plays in 

salvation 

Module 3

Module 4 evaluates the role and purpose of 
Religious Language. Pupils will analyse if 

ordinary every day language can be used to 
convey ideas or make truth-claims about God 

and the afterlife. 

Module 4 

Module 5 examines the philosophical 
language of soul, mind and body. Pupils 

will study the teaching of Plato, Aristotle, 
Descartes , Ryle and Dawkins.

Module 5 

Module 6 examines the Christian belief in death 
and the afterlife. Pupils will discuss how convincing 
they find the idea of hell as a place of punishment 
for those who are not sorry for their sins and have 

rejected God . 

Module 6 
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13 Module 7 

Module 7 explores religious experience, 
analysing the veracity of corporate 

experiences, numinous experiences, mysticism 
and induced religious experiences, and 

psychological explanations for these events

Module 8 
evaluates the 

person of Jesus. 
Pupils will study 
various titles for 
Jesus and how 
Jesus is seen as 

a liberator.  Module 8  

Module 9 is the study of Liberation Theology, a 
theological movement about action for the poor. 
Pupils will analyse the view that action is more 
important than academic theology and make 
connections to Marxist criticism of capitalism. 

Module 9  

Module 10 is a study of Christian 
moral action and how moral 

principles can lead to conflict with 
authorities using the example of    

D. Bonhoeffer.

Module 10  

Module 11  

Module 11 examines Boethius teaching on 
God , his immanence, transcendence, his 
relationship with the world, and how he 
interacts with us. This also explores any 

difficulties in belief in God that arise from 
these 

Module 12 is a study 
of the knowledge of God’s existence. This unit ties up 
all three strands of the course; Ethics, Philosophy and 

Theology, in exploring how God should be viewed 
holistically through different “eyes”.

Module 12  


