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Important Vocabulary 

Year 8 

What is a network? 

A network is when two or more devices are connected together to allow them to 
communicate and share resources. 

What is a protocol? 

A protocol is a set of rules for transmitting data between devices, such as HTTP, or 
HTTPS. 

What is the Internet? 

The Internet is a worldwide network of computers, whereas the web is the collection of 
web pages found on the Internet. 

 

Packet switching is when messages are 
broken up into very small pieces, called 
packets. Each packet consists of two parts: 

• header - this includes the sender's and 
recipient's IP addresses, the packet 
number, the total number of packets the 
message contains, plus the details of any 
protocols used 

• payload - this is part of the actual 
message itself 

The packets are sent individually across the 
network and put back together to reform 
Wired vs Wireless: the message at the other end. 

 

 

 

the ‘web address’.
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