
The transition metals, in the central block of the periodic table are : 
• good conductors of heat and electricity. 
•can be bent or hammered into shape. 
•copper is used in plumbing because it is resistant to corrosion (will not 
react with the water in the pipes) and electrical wiring because it is a good 
conductor of heat and electricity. 
Aluminium and titanium are useful metals because they have a low density 
and are resistant to corrosion. 

Atomic 

number

The bottom number on the 

periodic table, gives the 

number of protons and 

electrons.

Atomic mass The top number on the 

periodic table, gives the total 

protons and neutrons 

together.

Number of 

protons

The atomic number.

Number of 

electrons

The atomic number.

Number of 

neutrons 

Atomic mass minus atomic 

number.

Number of 

protons and 

electrons

Equal, because each negative 

electron is attracted to a 

positive proton in the 

nucleus.

Relative 

atomic 

mass, Ar

The weighted average of the 

masses of all of the isotopes of 

an element.

Isotopic 

abundanc

e

The percentage of an element 

that is made of a particular 

isotope.

Calculatin

g Ar

- Multiply each mass by the 

decimal %

- Add these up

Note: (decimal % = %/100)


